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we must remember who they are. They are fa-
thers, mothers, sons and daughters who will 
soon be in harm’s way. In Arkansas—and 
elsewhere—they have families who love them 
and communities that will miss them. 

We cannot thank these brave men and 
women enough for their sacrifice. We can only 
salute their commitment and do what we can 
to support them when they return. On behalf 
of Congress, I extend our deepest gratitude to 
our men and women in uniform.
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Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
the public schools are where we deliver on the 
promise of equality of opportunity. Today I rise 
to honor a man who has been delivering on 
that promise throughout his 29 years of serv-
ice to Wake County public schools. 

Bill McNeal has served Wake County kids in 
every capacity—as a social studies teacher, a 
principal, and a county administrator. After 3 
years at the helm of our school system, folks 
back home knew we were lucky to have him 
as our school superintendent. 

Now our secret is out. This week the Amer-
ican Association of School Administrators 
named Bill McNeal the National Super-
intendent of the Year. 

Superintendent Bill McNeal has proven that 
even the loftiest ambitions can be met with 
hard work, boundless determination, and 
strong leadership. A key author of Wake 
County’s ambitious Goal 2003 program, he 
has delivered results. 

In 1998, 75.4 percent of Wake’s third grad-
ers were testing at or above grade level in 
math. In 2003, 93.5 percent achieved the 
mark. Wake’s fourth and fifth graders fared 
even better, with 95 percent achieving at or 
above grade level scores. Last year, Wake’s 
high school students averaged a 1067 SAT 
score, the highest average ever in the school 
district. 

Even more remarkable has been Bill 
McNeal’s campaign to narrow the achieve-
ment gap for Wake’s diverse and ever ex-
panding student population. The achievement 
gap in math for students on free or reduced 
lunch shrank from 35 percent in 1998 to 16 
percent in 2003 and in reading shrank from 35 
percent in 1998 to 21 percent in 2003—all 
while student performance has increased 
across the board. 

Not one to sit back and enjoy these suc-
cesses, Bill McNeal recently implemented the 
Goal 2008 program to continue to push 
ahead. He has outlined a blueprint to increase 
student achievement across the district’s ele-
mentary, middle, and high schools over the 
next 5 years. His goal is to have 95 percent 
of all students in grades 3 through 12 at or 
above grade level by 2008. 

Mr. Speaker, we are honored by Bill 
McNeal’s service to our kids and our commu-
nity, and I look forward to working with him 
and our dedicated administrators, teachers, 
and parents to deliver on the promise of 
equality of opportunity.
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize James A. ‘‘Buddy’’ Conner, who has 
contributed some 45 years of service to the 
defense of our Nation as a leader, a worker, 
and a soldier. 

Mr. Conner is retiring from a 43-year career 
with BWX Technologies, where he rose from 
his first assignment as an associate engineer 
and technician to become one of the com-
pany’s four highest-ranking executives. 

Mr. Conner was born in Appomattox, Vir-
ginia, and after finishing his primary education, 
devoted two years of service to the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Upon his arrival back home, Mr. Conner 
took a short trip west to the town of Lynchburg 
and began working at the recently built Nu-
clear Facilities Plant while he earned his busi-
ness degree from Lynchburg College. He 
would spend the next 40 years at that site, 
eventually leading the Naval Nuclear Fuel Di-
vision, which supplies the United States Navy 
with all of its nuclear fuel. During his tenure, 
in 2000, Mr. Conner joined the BWXT team 
vying for the operations contract for the Y–12 
National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, Ten-
nessee. For Buddy, this was a chance to lead 
a facility that is still as monumentally important 
in our nation’s defense as it was during one of 
our country’s biggest security successes, the 
Manhattan Project. 

BWXT won the contract, and Mr. Conner 
has spent the last three years helping to en-
sure the site will continue to be the unique 
jewel in America’s first line of nuclear defense. 
When America has called on Buddy and Y–12 
to provide stewardship and security to a safe 
and reliable stockpile of nuclear weapon com-
ponents and materials, they have stood at the 
ready. 

Since taking the helm of the operating con-
tract for the site, Buddy and his management 
team have lead Y–12 into an exciting new era. 
From modernization plans that are trans-
forming our country’s Fort Knox of highly en-
riched uranium into an efficient storage and 
production facility, to the renewal of the work-
er’s spirit and enthusiasm through aggressive 
recruitment and mentoring programs that are 
bringing in the future of Y–12—Buddy and 
company have set Y–12 on a fantastic course. 

Mr. Conner rose through the ranks of one of 
our premier defense contractors because of 
his intelligence, dedication, and outstanding 
work ethic. In short: he is the real deal. 

Mr. Conner’s 45 years of devotion to our 
Nation’s security are not to be forgotten. That 
is why today I am proud to recognize Mr. 
Conner’s efforts for his years of service to the 
defense of our country.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, today Maryland 
mourns the loss of William Coates, thought to 

be the oldest man in America and certainly 
someone who made a lifetime of contributions 
to our state. 

Mr. Coates was born in Maryland on June 
2, 1889 and lived to see many of our nation’s 
most important moments, including the Wright 
Brothers’ first flight, the Great Depression, two 
World Wars, the Civil Rights movement and 
the Space age. 

Over the span of his life in our great state, 
Mr. Coates worked with the Maryland State 
Highway Department in the 1930s building 
roads for the state, and as a tobacco farmer 
on a variety of farms throughout Prince 
George’s County including Claggett Farm in 
Upper Marlboro. 

Mr. Coates leaves behind him a caring fam-
ily of nine children, 21 grandchildren and 37 
great-grandchildren, many of whom still live in 
Prince George’s County. His life, like the times 
he lived through, will long be fondly remem-
bered by his family and friends and those of 
us who marveled at his longevity. 

William Coates’ extended and healthy life is 
also a tribute to a dedicated investment in 
medical research. Mr. Coates’ life shows us 
that by investing in research, we can all im-
prove our lives and our health. 

William Coates has dedicated a life of serv-
ice to our state and community, and my 
thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
friends.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
express my disappointment with Federal Re-
serve Chairman Greenspan’s remarks to the 
House Budget Committee regarding Social 
Security. 

In his testimony, Chairman Greenspan sug-
gests that possible remedies for the record 
deficits and $7 trillion debt include increasing 
the Social Security retirement age and cutting 
benefits for future recipients. 

I want my constituents to know that I will not 
support any proposal to decrease or eliminate 
Social Security, nor will I support an increase 
in the retirement age. Social Security is an en-
titlement—a right—for the millions of Ameri-
cans who pay into the program with each and 
every paycheck. The government has made a 
commitment to seniors and current workers 
alike that Social Security will be available 
upon retirement. We cannot go back on our 
word. 

In Rhode Island, Social Security provides a 
vital lifeline for a significant percentage of the 
population. Rhode Island ranks fifth in the na-
tion for the percentage of residents over 75 
and sixth in the nation for those over 65. In 
my district alone, 110,000 people rely on So-
cial Security for their livelihood, and its impor-
tance will continue to grow as the baby boom 
generation begins to retire. Rhode Islanders 
spend their lives contributing to the vitality of 
our communities and our country—and paying 
into Social Security. They are entitled to the 
benefits they have earned and should not 
have to worry about whether Social Security 
will continue to be there when they need it. 

Chairman Greenspan is right about one 
point: this country needs a ‘‘greater discipline’’ 
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